
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8552 September 22, 1999
been told in the first place. They do
not think that you are God. They do
not think that you are perfect. They
understand that there were problems in
a very difficult situation, but do not lie
to them. That is what happened.

We have an investigation by the Jus-
tice Department. Interesting, Justice
Department investigating Justice De-
partment. They call it an independent
investigation. We have had a number of
other independent investigations that
have occurred in different areas. I hope
it is truly independent, and I hope the
Justice Department is willing to stand
up and answer for what went on down
there.

I want to submit one other thing for
the RECORD. Having the time, I want to
read this editorial, Tuesday, September
7, Wall Street Journal: ‘‘This being the
age of Clinton, Louis Freeh is being set
up as the fall guy for a cover-up of the
disastrous Waco assault. Never mind
that he did not take over the FBI until
nearly 4 months after the assault and
crucial decisions on how to investigate
it. What matters is that he has been a
politically independent thorn in the
side of Mr. Clinton and Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno.

‘‘Miss Reno originally became a
media darling by claiming to take re-
sponsibility for the 1993 raid that killed
about 80 Branch Davidians. In fact,
double felon Webster Hubbell was the
contact between Justice and the White
House; Miss Reno was not even in Jus-
tice’s crisis-management bunker dur-
ing much of the assault day; she was
out giving a speech.

‘‘Now, a civil lawsuit has uncovered
evidence of Justice Department decep-
tion, so we read stories quoting
unnamed Reno aides that she is ‘furi-
ous’ that she was not told that at least
two incendiary devices were used at
Waco after all. Other stories question
Mr. Freeh’s handling of the matter.
And in case anyone missed the buck-
passing point, the Attorney General os-
tentatiously sent U.S. marshals to
seize previously undisclosed audiotapes
of the raid from FBI headquarters.

‘‘President Clinton then added his
spin, pointedly expressing confidence
in Miss Reno on Saturday from Camp
David while withholding it from Mr.
Freeh. ‘I think that with regard to the
director, there is going to be an inde-
pendent investigation,’ he said.

‘‘Maybe they should put Mr. Freeh’s
mugshot up at the post office.

‘‘We have seen this kind of treatment
before in Bill Clinton’s Washington.
Billy Dale got himself fired when the
Friends of Bill wanted to take over the
White House Travel Office, and was
even indicted by Miss Reno’s Justice
hounds, though a jury quickly acquit-
ted him.

‘‘Linda Tripp found her personnel
records leaked from the Pentagon. And
Jean Lewis, who recommended action
in Whitewater, had her deleted per-
sonal computer files unerased and
broadcast in Congress.

‘‘Mr. Freeh has now joined the target
list because he has been a rare dis-

senter from the Reno pattern of politi-
cized Justice. Along with Justice inves-
tigator Charles LaBella, he broke with
Miss Reno to urge an independent
counsel in the campaign-finance scan-
dal.

‘‘Congress recently discovered that
Justice politicos had refused an FBI re-
quest to wiretape suspected Los Ala-
mos spy Wen Ho Lee. And he knows the
FBI opposed Mr. Clinton’s outrageous
recent grant of clemency to 16 Puerto
Rican nationalists linked to a terrorist
group.

‘‘This is not to say Mr. Freeh has
been entirely successful in rooting out
the FBI’s self-protective culture. The
agency’s lack of candor regarding its
role at Ruby Ridge, Idaho, was a seri-
ous black mark. It is entirely possible
that agents also sought to cover up the
truth about Waco. But anyone actually
concerned about the merits of the mat-
ter should consult two articles we pub-
lished last week by officially-des-
ignated outside investigators.

‘‘It was Miss Reno, actually we are
entitled to presume Mr. Hubbell, who
decided on an internal investigation of
the role of Justice and the FBI. By con-
trast, Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bent-
sen chartered an independent inves-
tigation of the role played by his de-
partment through the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms. See the Au-
gust 30 article by sometimes special
Prosecutor Henry Ruth who served on
the ATF team.

‘‘When Mr. Freeh arrived on the
scene, was he supposed to overturn the
Reno/Hubbell decision?

‘‘At the first meeting of a panel of 10
experts appointed to make rec-
ommendations about future Wacos,
Harvard psychiatrist Alan A. Stone
wrote on August 31, ‘We discovered
that Justice had no intention of telling
us what actually happened during the
first raid.’

‘‘Mr. Stone adds, ‘because the Justice
Department’s published investigation
was so inadequate, I sent a copy of my
preliminary memorandum to the
newly-appointed director of the FBI,
Louis B. Freeh, hoping to break
through the stonewall. Soon the cru-
cial FBI actors were phoning me with
some of the candid answers.’

‘‘A House committee also sought to
investigate, but Democrats, led by now
Senator CHUCK SCHUMER, practiced up
for impeachment hearings by turning
the procedure into a circus. As the
hearings wound up, Representative
JOHN CONYERS said Republicans tried
to implicate everyone ‘but the butler.’
Mr. SCHUMER complained of ‘Monday
morning quarterbacking,’ and intoned
‘if we did hearings on D-Day, we would
end up court-martialing General Eisen-
hower.’

‘‘As for Miss Reno, on Waco as on so
much else, she has run the most politi-
cized Justice Department since John
Mitchell under Richard Nixon. She has
sought to protect the White House at
every turn, especially after meeting
with the President on her reappoint-

ment at the outset of his second term.
She has named special counsels for
trivial cases against cabinet members
but refused them on serious charges
against the President and the vice
president, despite the LaBella and
Freeh recommendation.

‘‘Indeed, she humilitated Mr.
LaBella, sending her department a po-
tent message about dissent from the
Clinton political line. Now she is try-
ing to do the same with Mr. Freeh.
Meanwhile, she has flagrantly violated
the Vacancy Act by leaving important
positions filled with ‘acting heads.’

‘‘The result is a demoralized Justice
Department that cannot be trusted to
enforce the rule of law.’’
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‘‘This problem will not be solved by
an outside Waco investigator, assum-
ing any serious person would even take
the appointment from her. The only
way Ms. Reno can begin restoring con-
fidence in justice is to resign.’’

That is a Wall Street Journal edi-
torial dated Tuesday, September 7.

My point here is this: it is time for us
to weed out the bad cops. In our soci-
ety, we want good cops. I used to be
one of them. We respect them. But if
we have a bad cop, we have to stand up;
we have an obligation, we have a fidu-
ciary duty to the American people, if
we have a bad cop, get them out.

f

TAX RELIEF FOR THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. HAYWORTH)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the Speaker pro tempore, the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. KING-
STON), and I thank my colleague from
Colorado for the comments that he
made earlier this evening, and I wel-
come my colleague from Colorado to
the House Committee on Ways and
Means.

Mr. Speaker, I would note for our
dedicated staff and those who join us
tonight that I do not intend on taking
much time; however, I thought it was
important to come down and offer a
perspective, based on the labors of my
colleague from Colorado and others
who serve on the House Committee on
Ways and Means and, indeed, the work
of this body and the other body, in at-
tempting to restore to the American
people tax relief and tax fairness.

Mr. Speaker, much has been made in
the media from the punditocracy about
how our President stands foursquare
against tax relief for the American
people, how he is poised to reject al-
most $800 billion in tax relief, and I
think a couple of points are worth not-
ing.

First of all, we should reaffirm in
this place at this time that the money
we are talking about does not belong to
the United States Government, is not
locked away in some secret account in
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some Federal vault; the revenue which
runs this government, the money uti-
lized to operate this Federal Govern-
ment comes from the people, Mr.
Speaker. And, by flourishing a veto
pen, Mr. Speaker, the President of the
United States, in essence, is once again
adding to the tax burden of the Amer-
ican people; over the next 10 years,
adding almost $1 trillion in taxes. To
be technical about it, in excess of $790
billion in taxes, taxes that this body
and the other body reduced; taxes that
would have provided full deductibility
of health insurance for small business,
that would have put an end over the
next 10 years to the death tax, that
would have cut taxes across the board
some 1 percent, that would have re-
duced the capital gains rate because
Americans should not be punished for
investing and succeeding.

We also note, Mr. Speaker, that in
the news today, even as we discuss the
domestic concerns that we have, there
are international concerns as well.
News comes from the other body of a
General Accounting Office report show-
ing that our President, Mr. Speaker, in
three trips alone, has spent in excess of
$70 million. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, one
trip to the continent of Africa cost the
American people some $40 million with
staff attendance numbering in excess of
1,000, and with the money, Mr. Speak-
er, coming from accounts belonging to
the Defense Department.

Here is the grand paradox: At a time
when we are threatened with returning
to the days of the hollow force which
has haunted the Clinton administra-
tion and this Nation some 20 years ago,
this administration is using money
that could go to help our men and
women in uniform for the arrival of Air
Force One on another continent and for
the ruffles and flourishes, in addition
to the customary security, which no
one would deny our Commander in
Chief. But it seems to me, Mr. Speaker,
to be once again a dereliction of duty
and indeed, sadly, so often has this
been the case, in recent weeks, the
clemency granted to over one dozen
Puerto Rican terrorists who were luke
warm in their denunciation of violence,
to the curious conduct in an election
year with funds supplied by Communist
China, and the curious transfer of tech-
nology by American firms to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, to reports last
week of, Mr. Speaker, what can only be
called appeasement of the outlaw Na-
tion of North Korea. Indeed, character-
ized by some in the press, and I hesi-
tate to use the term, for it is strong,
but I believe it is accurate, that this
great Nation, our great Nation may
have succumbed to nuclear blackmail.

Then we go down the list. The pil-
fering of 900 FBI files of political oppo-
nents; the sacking of dedicated civil
servants at the White House Travel Of-
fice, and the despair and tragedy that
met American citizens six years ago in
Waco, Texas. It reaches a point, Mr.
Speaker, when the American people
say, is there no end? Is there no jus-

tice? Is there, in fact, a case to be made
for one who would willingly commit
perjury and obstruction of justice? For
if one is derelict in small things, what
happens when the greater questions
arise? What happens with the greater
questions of national security? What
happens with the stewardship of the
hard-earned dollars of the American
men and women who offer their funds,
freely and voluntarily, through tax-
ation?

We believe, Mr. Speaker, in our com-
mon sense majority that there are four
goals that confront us. One is to bol-
ster and strengthen our national secu-
rity. We have done so in this chamber
by working, at long last, after a six-
year absence, to regain the techno-
logical edge in terms of a missile de-
fense system for this country, concur-
rently increasing salaries for our mili-
tary personnel. We have also moved,
Mr. Speaker, even as we try to improve
the lot in life for those men and women
in uniform, we also recognize that a
national priority should be education.
But, even as it is a national priority,
Mr. Speaker, it remains a local con-
cern. And, we in this common sense
conservative majority in this chamber
have passed two bills that reflect that.
One has been nicknamed Ed Flex, edu-
cational flexibility in terms of block
granting a piece of legislation endorsed
by all 50 of the Nation’s governors,
whether they were Republican or Dem-
ocrat, to provide flexibility at the
State level and ultimately at the local
level, so that we can return power to
the people who are duly elected to
local school boards, and more impor-
tantly, Mr. Speaker, to teachers who
seek to educate those young people in
their classrooms, in their individual
communities day in and day out.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, I was honored
that our new Education Land Grant
Act passed this House by unanimous
vote, a procedure calling on the great
work done by those who have gone be-
fore. Justice Smith Morrell of
Vermont, to be specific, with the
Morrell Land Grant Act of the 1860s,
where we update that to apply that to
public and secondary school for a con-
veyance procedure, a uniform proce-
dure for the conveyance of Federal
land, nonenvironmental sensitive Fed-
eral land, for the construction of new
educational facilities. Again, a tool to
empower local communities because we
understand ultimately that people on
the front lines at home understand how
best to educate our children instead of
the theories and the spending programs
exercised by Washington bureaucrats.
So those are two of our priorities.

The third, of course, is to strengthen
Social Security and Medicare. I look to
the work done by my colleagues on the
Committee on Ways and Means, the
chairman, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ARCHER); the Subcommittee on
Social Security chairman, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW), try-
ing to work out a plan that will not
only save Social Security for today’s

retirees, but for baby boomers who will
age into that category, and more im-
portantly, for the generations yet to
come, generations who grow more
skeptical about that program as years
pass, and to put the emphasis on per-
sonalization of accounts, so that future
retirees can have some discretion and
some personalization of the way in
which they would spend their pension
funds.

We also will work on the Committee
on Ways and Means of course to
strengthen Medicare as we again seek
to maximize choice and to offer pre-
scription drugs to the truly needy
among the elderly, rather than a gov-
ernment handout, characterized by one
of my constituents as an effort to raise
her Social Security premiums to pay
prescription drug benefits for the likes
of Ross Perot.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we return to
the topic that I mentioned at the out-
set and that is tax relief and tax fair-
ness for all Americans. Again, make no
mistake. With a veto of the tax bill,
the President of the United States has,
in essence, increased taxes on the
American people in excess of $700 bil-
lion, close to $800 billion. I think it
amounts to a $1 trillion mistake. But
ultimately, Mr. Speaker, the American
people will be the judge. We will con-
tinue to work in this chamber in a con-
structive way to defend the rights of
Americans and to embrace the notion
that the American people work hard
for the money they earn, and that they
should keep more of it and send less of
it here to Washington.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. COBLE (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today and the balance of
the week on account of the death of his
father.

Mr. DICKEY (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of attend-
ing a funeral.

Mrs. FOWLER (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of a fam-
ily medical emergency.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BALDACCI, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes,

today.
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